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I Set Up an Account. Now What? 

Getting Started with Write About 

» Checklist: Getting Started  

» Checklist: Preparing Students  

 

Getting Started 

 If necessary, I have sent home the parent permission form [download/print] 

 I have created student accounts or had students register themselves. [view help/video] 

 I have adjusted permissions in the Manage Students tab. [view help/video] 

 I know how to view and moderate my students’ writing and commenting [view help/video] 

 I have created Group(s) for my Class(es). [view help/video] 

 I have viewed, searched and filtered writing Ideas. [view help/video] 

 I have made at least one of my own Ideas. [view help/video] 

 I have populated my class or project Groups with Ideas by using the Share To Group feature. 

 I have experienced creating a Write About Post from an Idea and a “Post from scratch” with my own 

image. [view help/video] 

 I know how to show my students how to share their Posts to our class Group. 

 I know how to show my students where to find and read their classmates’ writing  

 I have checked out and followed at least one Gallery. [View Genre galleries or the Ideas with Audio 

gallery] 

 I have created my own Gallery that I can show students [view help/video] 

 I have changed my profile picture and made Connections with other teachers [view help/video] 

 

 

1 

http://www.writeabout.com/help/teacher-resources/
http://www.writeabout.com/help/teacher-resources/
http://www.writeabout.com/help/managing-students/
https://www.writeabout.com/help/teacher-workflow/
http://www.writeabout.com/help/groups/
http://www.writeabout.com/help/ideas/
http://www.writeabout.com/help/ideas/
http://writeabout.com/help/posts
http://www.writeabout.com/genres/
http://www.writeabout.com/johnspencer/galleries/view/141/
http://www.writeabout.com/help/ideas/
http://www.writeabout.com/help/account-management/
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2 Preparing Students: 

 If necessary, students know how to register themselves or sign in using the Teacher Code [view 

help] 

 I have shown students how to access the custom login page for the class [view example] 

 I have talked to students about social publishing and had the class set expectations for what positive 

and safe writing looks like online. [View Community Guidelines] 

 I have shown students how to access our class Group 

 I have shown students how to search, filter and select writing Ideas [view help/video] 

 I have modeled for students how to select the appropriate privacy layer for their Posts. 

 I have discussed with students how to use the Share To Group options for their Posts to 

intentionally publish to the appropriate audience. 

 I have shown students how to create a Post from scratch and add their own image [view help/video] 

 I have shown students the different ways to access their classmates’ writing and also how to access, 

search and filter writing from students from different schools.  

 I have modeled and discussed Commenting techniques for providing positive and helpful feedback 

with the class. [View student video and resources] 

 I have shown students how to access the Student Guide for the Starter Kit [View student starter kit] 

 

http://www.writeabout.com/help/account-management/
http://www.writeabout.com/help/account-management/
http://www.writeabout.com/updates/simple/
http://www.writeabout.com/community-guidelines/
http://www.writeabout.com/help/ideas/
http://writeabout.com/help/posts
http://www.writeabout.com/updates/commentingtips/
http://www.writeabout.com/learn/starter-kit-students/
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This is a minor tweak that can go a long way. Students will 

recognize and identify with a group that has been customized 

visually. 

Be Intentional With Settings 

Do you want to moderate your posts or ideas? What kinds of 

notifications do you want? Do you want the group to be open? 

What type of group is it? Public? Closed? Private? 

Have a co-manager for your group. Connect with another teacher 

to manage the group. This is a great way to cut down on the 

time it takes to manage groups while also modeling global 

collaboration to your students. 

Manage the Content 

Make sure that students are sending posts that actually connect 

with the group. Make sure that you are adding ideas that connect 

to the group as well. So, if the topic is soccer, all ideas and 

groups should connect to soccer. Similarly, if the topic is a 

collaborative project, make sure the ideas and posts connect to 

that project. 

Change the Avatar 

Find a Collaborator 

Groups 

Students can publish to an authentic audience through our groups feature. This could mean a 

collaborative writing project, a small group within a class writer’s workshop, or a global writing group. 

Take full advantage of the group features in order to help students publish to an authentic audience: 

Go over the basic ideas of the groups. Tell them the different 

types of groups and remind them to think about the ideal 

audience of a post before sending it to a group. 

Practice with Students 
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Pictures allow your ideas to stand out in a crowd. They also allow 

students to see the idea and conceptualize it. This is important 

for ELL students who can benefit from having a schema for their 

language. 

Record Audio 

If you’re self-conscious, just think of it this way: you are 

modeling creative courage for your students. Recorded audio 

allows students to listen to the writing idea multiple times in 

order to meet the needs of diverse learners. 

If you have an explanation that might help guide students in 

their writing, add that to the help text area. 

Choose an Engaging Picture 

Think of ways that the pictures can spark the love of writing for 

your students. Is the picture funny? Exciting? Action-packed? 

Strange? The more emotion you can connect to the picture, the 

more buy-in you will get from your students. Make the picture 

matter. Choose something that has them dying to write. 

Use a Creative Commons 

Picture 

Add Additional Help Text 

Ideas 

In order to leverage the power of writing ideas, think about the purpose of this feature. It is more 

than a prompt. After all, prompts are meant to require writing while ideas are meant to inspire writing. 

So, what makes an idea inspirational? Here are a few things to consider: 

When you add the genre to the tags, it makes it easier for us to 

tag them to the standards. But you don’t have to stop there. You 

can add tags for the topics, the class, or the collaborative project 

you are doing. 

Make the Most Out of Tags 

You can not only share an idea to a group but also pin your 

favorite ideas to the top of a group. That way all students see 

your favorite ideas at the top of their group page. Pretty 

awesome, huh? Collect your favorite writing ideas and place 

them in a gallery. 

Share It To a Group 

The less it feels “like school” the more kids will want to write. 

The more they want to write, the more engaged they become. 

Ultimately, that leads to higher achievement and deeper learning. 

Keep It Fun 
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If you writing idea is “Tell this story,” go beyond this to create a 

story title. It’s the first impression that will ultimately decide 

whether or not someone will read your work. Also, make sure 

your title is capitalized. 

2. Write something substantial 

Even with younger kids, it’s important to increase writing fluency 

and get students into the habit of expressing their thoughts in a 

longer format. While I wouldn’t recommend hard and fast rules 

like “It must be five paragraphs,” I would encourage students to 

spend time on a post. 

In other words, don’t let your writing bore your readers. Make 

your writing pop with personality. Use adjectives and adverbs. 

Write with a certain level of emotion. 

4. Think about audience 

Do you want it to be public or private? Do you want your 

classmates to read it or do you want to send it to the world? 

What is the ideal group for your audience? 

1. Create a catchy title 

3. Use a distinct voice 

Posts 

We want student writing to be more than a typical classroom notebook. However, students don’t 

always think about this when they go to write a post. For many students, the default will be to treat it 

like an assignment rather than a published work sent to an audience. For others, they will default to 

writing in a way that resembles social media. 

For this reason, we encourage students to think through the following in order to get the best out of 

posts: 

Find a Creative Commons picture that fits with the topic of your 

post. This will make your post memorable and help set the tone 

for the topic of your post. Also be sure to provide attribution for 

your photo. 

5. Add a picture 
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Commenting 

Comments are replies that a reader leaves for the author on their post. Commenting is an opportunity for your students to participate in 

a digital community of writers by communicating their reactions to peers in a positive and helpful way. Receiving comments on their 

posts is exciting and validating that students are publishing to an authentic audience.  

Teachers should discuss commenting with their class and set expectations for effective and safe commenting. It also helps to model the 

commenting process in front of your class using an “I do, we do, you do” format. Encourage students to leave comments for peers from 

their own classroom as part of the peer editing process and then allow them to comment on writing from other students outside of your 

school. Consider setting goals for the number of comments they leave each week or compared to their number of posts. For example, 

leave 3 comments for every 1 post you write. Students and teachers can track this from their statistics area on Write About. 

You can turn comment moderation on or off by student so that you can allow students to earn the trust of freely commenting without 

needing your approval every time. Use the following guidelines to help students learn how to comment: 

Why Comment? 

Commenting is a fun part of writing online because you get to start or join a conversation. It feels 

good when we know other people have read our work and took the time to leave us a message. Plus, 

by commenting we are helping each other improve as authors. 

Consider the audience: Things to avoid in comments: 

» Do you know this person? 
______- Is this student in your school or class? 

» Are they older or younger than you? 

 

» 1 word replies like “cool” or “awesome 

» Using ALL CAPS 

» Using extra punctuation!!!!!! 
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Commenting Tips 

» Make a connection 
 
_____- Have you experienced something similar to what they wrote about? What part of the post exactly made you think? 

» Give a suggestion 
 
_____- You don’t always have to agree with the author or pretend that everything was perfect in the post. 
 
_____- After you’ve told them something you liked in their writing, think about how you can leave a suggestion without sounding like a know-it-all. 

» Ask a question 
 
_____- This starts a conversation and gives the author a chance to reply with something they might have left out. 

» End with encouragement 
 
_____- It’s always great to end your comment with something that can boost the author up and give them motivation to keep writing. 

 

What Posts to Comment on: 

» Find a variety of writing from your class and your groups  

» Look for posts that have not received any comments yet  

» Make sure you’ve read the entire post before commenting  

 

The way you are represented in the comment section is also how others might discover your writing, so using good conventions not 

only helps the author to understand your feedback but also builds your reputation. 
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Is this primarily meant for yourself? If so, you might want to 

choose to keep it private. However, if you want to share your 

Gallery with the world, go for a public setting. 

Be creative! 

Create Galleries for multiple purposes. One option is to curate 

your favorite writing ideas in one space. However, you can also 

create Galleries for specific projects, add Galleries to specific 

genres (or standards) or create your favorite topical Galleries 

(such as sports or fantasy or technology). 

Content curation is not meant to be a solitary endeavor. It’s a 

chance to share your tastes with the world and then reciprocate. 

Sometimes seeing someone else’s curation space will allow you 

to see a specific topic or subject differently. 

Encourage students to create 

galleries 

The curation process is great for teachers. However, student 

agency increases when they have the opportunity to curate their 

own work. 

Think through your Gallery 

audience 

Follow Galleries 

Galleries 

Galleries are a great way to curate your favorite writing ideas. Simply click on the Galleries tab in the 

top navigation menu and click on My Galleries. There, you will see a green Create Gallery button. Type 

in the name of your Gallery and choose the visibility (public or private). Next, write a short description 

of the Gallery and click the green Create button. From there, you can add any Ideas to your Gallery by 

clicking on the Idea and selecting the Gallery. So, how do you get the most out of Galleries? Here are 

a few ideas: 
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Choosing an Audience 

Layers of Privacy 

This is where students save a post that is not finished 

in order to access it again 

Draft 

Students can send their post to classmates and their 

teacher(s) can see it as well 

Classmates 

Only a teacher can view this, ideal for leaving private 

feedback (audio or text) 

Private 

Available to all students/teachers within the School 

and/or District 

District 

URL can be shared publicly and is available for anyone 

to see from the Posts feed on Write About 

Public 

A Privacy icon is displayed in the header information of all Posts, designating which publishing layer the Post has been shared with. 

Teachers can disable the Public publishing option for all students or individual students from their Manage Students tab. Teachers can 

also manage post publishing through the post moderation option. 
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Privacy and Group Sharing 

To facilitate collaboration between classrooms in different districts without requiring student Posts to be ‘Public’, Group sharing overrides 

the privacy selection within the Group space only. When students share their Post to a Group, all members of that Group will be able to 

view it even if it is saved as “Classmates Only”. This means students can write a Post to an audience of their classmates but also publish 

that Post to a collaborative space shared by multiple classes. 

Custom Groups 

Groups are a powerful, flexible way for students to send their Posts to a specific audience. You can set the privacy levels of your 

Groups: 

» Public Groups are great for open writing communities, global collaborations, or connecting students by 

___interest. Any Write About member can join the Group and it will be listed in the Groups directory and in 

___search results. Group content and activity will be visible to Write About site member and is public online. 

 

» Closed Groups work well for multi-classroom collaborations, teacher-to-teacher sharing, or smaller 

___communities. Unless added directly by their teacher, only users who request membership and are accepted 

___can join a closed Group. The Group will still be listed in the Groups directory and in search results but 

___content and activity will only be visible to members of the Group. 

 

» Private Groups are commonly used for classroom groups, separating classes or for small student groups 

___where outside visibility is not desired. Only users who are invited can join the group. A private group will not 

___be listed in the groups directory or search results. Group content and activity will only be visible to members 

___of the Group. 

 

 

The following are four ways you can use the Group function to help students publish to an authentic audience: 

Students can send Posts to small groups within their classroom. 

This is ideal for writer’s groups or literary circles. 

2.   Class Periods 

This is ideal for middle school and high school classrooms. 

Students can send Posts to their current class period and 

teachers can pin sample work or writing ideas in the featured 

content area.   

1. Small Groups 
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Teachers who want to work together on collaborative projects 

can set up shared Groups with multiple classrooms. A great 

example of this has been our Global Read Aloud groups. 

4.   Themed / Topical Groups 

Think about the last time you wrote something for a real 

audience. Chances are it was thematic or topical. In other words, 

if you’re a foodie, you probably wrote for fellow foodies. If you 

are a sports nut or a health nut, you probably published your 

work to those audiences. This is why we created topical / themed 

writing groups. We want to see students connect and write 

based upon shared interests. 

3. Collaborative Projects 

Post Moderation 

For students that you have activated moderation for, pending Posts are saved in the student’s Drafts. You will receive a notification 

when moderation is required after a student has published a Post beyond the ‘Private’ level. Click ‘Take Action’ in the notification to be 

taken to your Moderate feed. From the feed you can view, approve or decline the Post. If you click ‘Approve’, the post will be available 

at the current privacy level selected. When declining a Post, you have the opportunity to leave feedback for students about why their 

content was declined, which will be displayed in the Teacher Feedback area of the Post. Declined posts are returned to a ‘Draft’ state. 

 

 

Comment Moderation 

When selected, comments from the student will not be displayed on a Post until they are approved by the teacher. Teachers will receive 

a notification and they can approve or delete the comment. To quickly preview the comments that are awaiting approval and take 

action, use the ‘Moderate’ feed. Declined comments will be permanently deleted. 

Guest Commenting 

Outside users can leave Guest Comments without being logged in, although those comments will need to be approved by the teacher of 

the author from the Post. 

Content Filtering 

Teachers can control what Ideas and Posts are displayed for students throughout the site as well as limit what Groups students can 

view and join. These content areas are filtered by Grade Level bands: 1st-4th; 5th-8th; 9th-12th. Teachers can assign viewable content 

by clicking the associated check boxes for the grade levels that should be displayed. This can be done individually by student or in bulk 

by using the ‘Select All’ feature at the bottom of each Grade Level band column. 

https://www.writeabout.com/themed-groups/
https://www.writeabout.com/themed-groups/
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